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DARK MOUNTAINS (2011)

Program Notes

Vermont is famous for its green mountains, but I often find myself taking long drives through the mountains on overcast days or even at
night, when the mountains lose color and become gray silhouettes. Many roads in Vermont are so dark, particularly in the Northeast King-
dom, that you need to use headlights, even during the day. Dark Mountains is meant to portray the beauty and grandeur of the mountains and
the peacefulness of the open roads, but also the darkness and occasional treacherous passes one may encounter during the evening hours. The
piece is in three connected sections. The first section portrays the calmness and austerity of a quiet evening. The second is inspired by a fast
drive down winding country roads, with twists and turns, frequent tempo changes and shifting gears. The final section evokes the feeling of
looking at the nighttime sky with moonlight shining through trees and the sounds of nature in the distance.

Dark Mountains 1s commissioned by and dedicated to the Vermont Symphony Orchestra and Jaime Laredo, September 2011, and was

originally written for the Made in Vermont Music Festival.
—RP

Instrumentation

Flute (doubling Piccolo)
2 Oboes
Bb Clarinet
Bassoon
2 Horns in F
Timpani
Strings (large string section suggested, minimum 6-6-4-4-2)

Explanation of Notation

General
9 —breath mark and/or brief pause
n  —niente

/ — subito (when placed before a dynamic, i.e. / f )

A —hard accent

Z —tremolo
¢r~ —indicates regular trills (a whole step or smaller) and wide trills (i.e. “trill tremolos™)
( ) —All markings in parenthesis are courtesy/cautionary markings.

* All grace notes (including beamed grace notes with slashes) are to be played immediately before the beat they proceed. They are to be
played very close to the beat and as fast as possible.

* All accidentals last for the entire measure, unless they are canceled out by another accidental (such as a natural sign). Accidentals only

apply to the line or space they are on.

Commissioned by the Vermont Symphony Orchestra, September 2011
With generous support from John Canning

World Premiere (Eight Performances)
Vermont Symphony Orchestra
Jaime Laredo, Music Director & Conductor
Made in Vermont Music Festival
September-October, 2011

Duration: ca. 13’45
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